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Board Meetings are held the 1st
Thursday of each month.

Meetings begin at 6:30 pm at the Clar-
ence History Museum.

President’s Comments

We have been very busy the last couple of months getting ready for our
2025 Season. Three new display cases have been delivered and are in
the main room as well as new bookshelves. As we are getting more and
more requests for research, the main floor is being rearranged to ac-
commodate these requests. Some materials will be placed out for public
access along with tables and chairs. There is a new Post Office display
that has been added.

In addition to our regular hours on the second and fourth Sundays from
1:00 to 3:00, the Museum will also be open the first Saturday of each
month from 10:00 till Noon. 2025 programs have started in the Club
House. Please look at our new Website, Clarence Bee, and the post-
cards for dates and subjects. Events will start to be posted on the Com-
munity Board as soon as all the ice and snow have melted.

We ask for your patience as we will be setting up displays in the new
display cases and filling our new bookshelves within the next couple of
months. On behalf of the Trustees, we would like to give a giant shout
out and much appreciated thank-you to Parks Superintendent Jason
Holden and the Parks Department crew for all the help they give us at
the Museum. Once again, we thank everyone for your support and look
forward to seeing you this year.
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May 13th, 2025 Program

We welcome back Greg Kinal for the
Lincoln Assassination!

Programs take place at the Clarence

Town Park Clubhouse—formerly the
Automobile Club of Buffalo!

Doors open at 6:30, program starts at
7pm. Free and open to the public




Historian’s Corner

By Joe McGreevy

An Interview with Dan Gamin: A Life Rooted in Tradition

| recently had the pleasure of interviewing Dan Gamin, a respected town elder and longtime patriot,
apple farmer and dedicated town resident. With decades of experience tending orchards, volunteering,
serving on town boards and preserving the traditions of our community, Mr. Gamin shared insights into
his life, his family’s history, and the changing landscape of our town. His stories, rich with nostalgia
and wisdom, provide a glimpse into the town's past.

A Family Legacy in Farming

Dan Gamin was born May 26, 1941 and raised in Clarence, growing up near the very orchards he still
tends today. “The land’s been in my family since the 1940s,” he said with pride. His father first planted
apple trees at the corner of Kraus and Greiner Roads in the early 1940s after building the brick house
that still stands today. recognizing the fertile soil as an ideal foundation for a thriving orchard, and the
interesting micro climate, having protection from the prevailing winds by the Onondaga Escarpment.
Hence the name Ledge Valley Orchard. Dan’s family history in Clarence goes back to the first settlers,
with Samuel Gallop a Revolutionary War soldier who came and settled near Salt Road in 1810. Samu-
el is one of the few Revolutionary soldiers buried in town, at the Beeman Cemetery. The Gallop family
line was through Dan’s mother’s side and were farmers.

Dan's Father, Carl Gamin, grew up in Clarence, born April 3rd, 1910. He was born in the house at the
corner of Main and Gunnville, his parents rented the house and farmed the land where Clarence High
School now is. His father then moved when he was a boy (1914) to the SW corner of Keller and Strick-
ler Roads. He worked on the 30-acre farm, having six cows, 1,500 chickens a year, and grew pota-
toes. His parents sold their goods at a stand in Buffalo three days a week. Carl went to School House
#11 across the street until 8th grade, then went to Parker High School. Dan remembers his father tell-
ing him how the school didn't have a well, so Carl’s parents supplied the water for the children.

L LEDGE 'VALLEY onc

Carl Gamin was a talented athlete. So much so
that the New York Yankees offered him a spot p
on the team for $25 a week. He turned it down =
because of the extensive traveling and the fact
half of the games were played on Sundays. As §
a religious man, Carl could do it.

Dan is displaying his awards, selling his famous
apple at the Hollow Farmers Market. Picture
Courtesy of the Clarence Bee.




Community and Connection

Dan Graduated from Clarence High School in 1959 and the University of Buffalo in 1963. After college,
he moved to Washington, D.C. and worked for the Federal Government, in the Federal Housing Agency
for two years. He then moved to Philadelphia and eventually back to the Buffalo area where he finished
out his service. Dan was of service to his country and was in the National Guard and the Reserves
(awards below). He retired from the Reserves Master Sergeant in 1994, and officially retired from the
U.S. Army in 2001.

Dan has served on many boards and organizations during his life. He has been on the Historical Society
Board for over 20 years. He has served as the longest member of the Clarence Preservation Commis-
sion. He has been dedicated to our community and trying to preserve our architectural and cultural herit-
age.

Beyond apples, Dan values the sense of community. He has entered his apples into the Erie County Fair
for decades and his father did before him. Carl first entered them in 1956 and Dan took over in 1991.
Between the two of them they have won dozens of awards. What a great father-son tradition!

Dan Gamin’s life is a testament to resilience, tradition, and an unwavering love for the land and the town
of Clarence. As our town evolves, his orchard stands as a reminder of the importance of preserving our
heritage while embracing the future. I'm grateful for the opportunity to document his story and share it
with our community. At 74, Dan has no plans of slowing down. “I may not move as fast as | used to, but |
still get out and tend to my apples,” he said with a twinkle in his eye.

https://clarenceveteransmemorial.org/team-members/daniel-c-gamin/
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®n the occaston of the rompletion of your active Reserve service, 1
wish to extend to you my personal thanks and the stncere appreciation
of the Wnited States Army for your devotion to duty and the many
years of outstanding service which you huve given to our commtry,
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FROM THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

To all who shall see these presen
This is

MASTER SERGEANT (E8) DANIEL C GAMIN
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Washington, D.C




The Town of Clarence Parks Department has been an
extreme help to us over the winter, as they always
are! We had been thinking about how we could get

Wilson Greatbatch’s Canoe hung up in the museum
for better viewing. After working with Jason and his
crew, they could not have picked a better spot! We
thank the Parks Department for all their hard work
inside and outside of the Museum.




Membership Corner

You can renew your membership in person or by mail.

Simply download the application from our website and
send 1t in!

We have different tiers to choose from:

Student Under 18—8%5
Individual—$15
Couples—$25
Family—$30
Business—$50
Individual Life Member—$150

Thank you all for joining!

We
our

MEMBERS!

5




Wordsearch

US Presidents II
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BARACK OBAMA
WOODROW WILSON
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Crossword

- ACROSS
I} Certain term of respect 41} Sound of pleasure
5) Caliph's faith 42) Big Band or Victonian

1101} Dishonestly acquired boorty 43) "Listen!” old-stvle
[4) "The Princess Dhanes” star - 45) Hollywood's Eastwonod

Hathaway 48) Lancelot and others
15) Diving gear 500 Wing-tip tip
16) Succulent plant 51y Stumbling blocks
1771 Picmic iem, sometimes 54) Busy proan Apr,
200 Wound from a boxer? 55) Give a pink slip to
21) Elbow conspiratorially 56) Possessive promoun
221 Short, straight punch 57) Satisfy, as a debt
23} Homer's "Heck!" 59) Enjov a mystery
243 "Caaght in the act!” 6l Picmic ifems, sometimes
26) Ophthalmologist's concern 63) Look  {explore)
28) Schooner's cango, often 66} Syllables sung while
29) Shopping outlet skipping
31} Lantle faugh 67) City near Lake Tahoe
32) "Dog Barking at the Moon” 68) Too inquisitive
pamigr Joan 69} Sprinkle all abom

34) "Christ the Redeemer” city  70) Former Soviet inits,
35} That lass
36) Picnic items, sometimes

PICNIC BASKET By JOEL D. MEYERS
- : ] iz i3

- DOWN

1) "Gaping™ gullet

21 Like some steroids

3) Unlikely protagonist

41 High school sporis event

41 Suffix for “Mard" or "capital”

6] Screenwriters creation

71 Humdinger

B Home

9 Rundown and filthy

103 Close friend

I 1y Wood of Hollywood

12} Vieinity

[ 3} Diebilitated

1) Photocopier tray filler. perhaps

19 Be hot under the collar

23) Hoover construction

25) Dracoman

27) Tree with edible nuts

30 Firms up, a5 muscles

313) Ape of Bomeo

15) Mentally acute

37 Word with "second” or "laws of”

38) First wheels, for many

39) Scones

41 Widens

441 Baseball's Griffey

45) Pay one's share

46 Spanglish speaker, often

47) Map parts

49 Kolkata dress

32 Creatures with six or more legs,
typically

53) Baseball or tennis

S8 AL some distance

61 Stocking shade

(2} Flirtatious

63) Bit of hesitation?

64) Word in the Postal Service creed
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Founded in 1954

10465 Main Street
P.O. Box 86
Clarence, New York 14031-0086
Phone: (716) 759-8575
Email: museum@clarencehistory.org
www.clarencehistory.org
Facebook: Historical Society of the Town
of Clarence

“To collect, preserve, and share the history and heritage of the Town of Clarence”

The Historical Society of the Town of Clarence Inc is formed for the following purposes:

e To identify, preserve, and display materials of historical significance of Clarence

e To encourage historical research, analysis, and study for the publication of historical pa-
pers, articles

e To educate the community through lectures, tours, online resources, school field trips
and research opportunities

The Historical Society of the Town of Clarence trusts only one company for all our
printing needs! Pring King Inc located at 8171 Main Street, Williamsville 14221—
www.printking.us

Mike and Don are wonderful to work with
and their attention to detail is priceless!

Give them a call today for your printing
needs—tell them the Clarence Historical So-

b DR INT KING

ELSINERS FRINTING SFECIALISTH

The Historical Society of the Town of Clarence deeply
appreciates the support of the County of Erie, the Town of
Clarence, our members and the community as a whole.




