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President’s Comments 
Summer is upon us. We appreciate and thank everyone for your 
aƩendance and support for our programs and open hours. We 
have three more programs scheduled for this year on September 
10th, October 8th and November 12th . We look forward to see-
ing you! We are conƟnuing to clean up, sort and organize the 
Newspaper collecƟon. We are looking at digiƟzing the Clarence 
Press/Bee’s. Please enjoy some old arƟcles and ads from the 
1950’s throughout the NewsleƩer. We are also working on a sign 
project with funds that were allocated by County Legislator Chris 
Greene These include signs idenƟfying both the Museum Build-
ing and the Greatbatch Barn, A community Sign Board, and up-
grading the signs at the Log Cabin and Watchman’s Shanty. The 
Historical Society will be at the Clarence Framer’s Market the 
first Saturday of each Month, so please stop up and say hi! Last-
ly, we are working on geƫng the research materials, ready to 
put on the Main Floor for public research. From all of us at the 
Society, please have a safe and enjoyable Summer! 

2024 Program Schedule 

Free and Open to the Public 

All programs are held at the Town Park  

Clubhouse - 10405 Main Street, Clarence 

Doors Open at 6:30pm—Program starts at 7pm 

 
Tuesday September 10, 2024 

“Early 1900’s Society & Culture” 

Presented by Rick Falkowski 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



3 

 

 



4 

Clarence Historical Society Oneta M. Baker  

Memorial Award Winner 
This years Oneta M Baker scholarship winner is Sara Ablove! Sara 
was accepted at the University of Michigan College of Engineering 
and will be attending in the Fall. After finishing her required work 
for a Computer Science Major, she will investigate minoring in His-
tory. She has a passion for History that she will continue to pursue 
in the future.  

We had the pleasure of having Sara volunteer in the Museum in 
2023 as she helped put new exhibits together, specifically placement 
of the artifacts in the exhibit and labeling.  

We wish Sara the absolute best in her future adventures!  

 

Eagle Scout Project 
Last fall, we had the pleasure of helping a young man with his Ea-
gle Scout Project. Sean Rohdes came in looking for information on 
the Bike Path/Peanut Line. We were able to provide the information 
we had and reached out to a society friend, Mr. John Dahl who is 
with the Niagara Frontier 
Chapter,  National Railway 
Historical Society and John was 
able to provide much more de-
tailed information. Sean com-
pleted his project and you will 
see 3 new Historical Markers 
along the Clarence Center Bike 
Path. Congrats Sean!  
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Membership Corner 
 

You can renew your membership on our website  

or in person.   

We have different tiers to choose from: 

 

Student Under 18—$5 

Individual—$15 

Couples—$25 

Family—$30 

Business—$50 

Individual  Life Member—$150 

 

We would like to welcome new Individual Members, Deb 
Popp and Laura Draves, renewed Couples Members Sue and 

Bob Altieri, and Student Member, Tessa Metz!  
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Clarence Student’s Work Featured in  

Fashion Show 
We are proud to share a wonderful article from a recent edition of the 

Clarence Bee about Tessa Metz, a Student Member. Tessa has a passion 
for fashion and it shows in her work!  

 

“Clarence’s Tessa Metz will have her work presented during the FUSION ‘24 Fash-
ion Show: Aurora along with fellow student designers’ work. The show will be at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, March 27, at The Show at Shea’s Seneca, 2188 Seneca St., Buffa-
lo. 

Metz, a Clarence Central School district student, said her pieces draw inspiration 
from nature and colors, as well as the bright colors and patterns seen in clothing 
throughout history. She also takes inspiration from her love of fashion history and in 
seeing people smile when wearing something they like. 

“I love to visually see individuality when many things are gray and beige and feel 
similar,” she said. 

Metz plans to attend Genesee Community College after high school, with hopes of 
continuing her work in historical interpretation and curating costumes for museums. 

This year’s FUSION Fashion Show features work by 18 high school fashion stu-
dents who attend the Harkness Career & Technical Education Center. The theme, 
Aurora, was developed by students based on how the colors in the sky reflected the 
ideas of personal change and the feeling of community. 

The FUSION Fashion Show has been 
running since 2009. It brings together 
students from multiple Erie 1 BOCES 
programs, who support each other to 
ensure the success of the show – bar-
bering and cosmetology students pre-
pare the models, criminal justice stu-
dents assist with security for the even-
ing and the engineering and robotics 
program assists student designers in 
the creation of gears and 3-D printing 
for their designs.” 
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Founded in 1954 
  

 
 

10465 Main Street 
P.O. Box 86 

Clarence, New York 14031-0086 
Phone: (716) 759-8575 

Email: museum@clarencehistory.org 
www.clarencehistory.org 

Facebook: Historical Society of the Town  
of Clarence 

The Historical Society of the Town of Clarence deeply  
appreciates the support of the County of Erie, the Town of 

Clarence, our members and the community as a whole. 

“To collect, preserve, and share the history and heritage of the Town of Clarence” 
The Historical Society of the Town of Clarence Inc is formed for the following purposes: 
· To identify, preserve, and display materials of historical significance of Clarence 
· To encourage historical research, analysis, and study for the publication of historical pa-

pers, articles 
· To educate the community through lectures, tours, online resources, school field trips 

and research opportunities 


